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The author examines the foreign policy of the Golden Horde in relation to the
Ilkhanate of Persia in the 13th–14th centuries. The basics of the Golden Horde foreign policy
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until the collapse of the Ilkhanate.
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The relationship between the Ulus of Jochi and Hulaguids stands out by its
particular issues on the general background of the research on foreign relations of
the Golden Horde with other states. Many aspects of this relationship are discussed
in several studies1, although a detailed study on this topic has been presented only
in the work of I.Kh. Kamalov2.
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The decision about completing the conquest of Abbasid Caliphate was made at
the All-Mongolian kuriltai in 1251. For the planning campaign it was decided to
allocate troops from every Mongol Ulus. These troops were gathered at the rate of
two warriors out of every ten 3. Mongke Khan’s younger brother Hulagu was appointed at the head of the military forces, but the Mongol army managed to set out
only in 1256, after Batu Khan’s death, since he banned the campaign due to the
Jochid opposition towards the conquest of the Caliphate4.
The Jochid political influence in Iran, Transcaucasia and Anatolia was recognized in Karakorum as well, because it was thought that the whole West belonged
to the Jochids’ apanage. Certainly, the vassal dependency of the Transcaucasian
states on the Mongolian empire was not yet finally defined: the Empire still represented more or less uniform organism, despite the fact it was divided into uluses. In
fact, there were only two possible models for the governance of Empire centered in
the Karakorum or Ulus of Jochi. To this should be added that Mongke Khan and
Batu Khan were co-rulers of the Mongol Empire5: the former ruled the eastern
lands and the latter – the lands in the west. Being a co-ruler of the Empire, Batu
Khan gave charters and yarlyks to the sultans of Rum, Syria and other countries of
Asia Minor6. The Georgian governors as well got into the vassalage in 1240s.
Moreover, the Jochids had their own plan in relation to Abbasid Caliphate, with
which they established allied relations. A.B.Malyshev supposed that the military
campaign began only after the death of Batu Khan “because the agreement on the
division of territories now could be ignored”7. It is more accurate to say that Karakorum’s authorities wished to see on the co-ruler Jochid throne such a personality
2003 g. Saratov: Izd-vo Sarat. un-ta, 2004, pp. 41–55; Malyshev A.B. Zolotaya Orda i Iran:
politicheskie, ekonomicheskie i kul'turnye svyazi // Nizhnee Povolzh'e i Islamskaya Respublika
Iran: istoricheskie, kul'turnye, politicheskie i ekonomicheskie svyazi: Materialy nauch. konf.
Saratov, 12–13 maya 2003 g. Saratov: Izd-vo Sarat. un-ta, 2004, pp. 73–92; Istoriko-kul'turnye
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I.M.Mirgaleev. Is. 2. Kazan, Fen Publ. AN RT, 2009, pp. 162–169.
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who would be under their control. Sartaq8 was the person who met these requirements.
As is well known, Baghdad was conquered in 1258 and the caliph was execut9
ed . The conquest lasted for four years. In 1260 the Mamluks defeated Hulagu’s
army in the battle of Ain Jalut and in that way halted forever the Mongol conquests
in the west.
Hulaguids actually ruled in Iran since 1260, but after the death of Abu Said in
1335 the line of Hulagu’s descendants became extinct. After Abu Said's death, the
Persian khans were either nominee or, sometimes, the representatives of other
Chingisid lines, such as Arpa Khan, the great-grandson of Arik Buka10. However,
this lasted not for long. After a period of disturbance in early 1350s, the history of
this state ended in complete breakdown of the remnants of the Hulaguid Empire.
By this time, the Jalayirids, the Muzafarids, the Sarbadarids, and other successor
dynasties had already separated and evolved into separate states. As we can see, the
ephemeral Hulaguid state lasted just over 70 years.
Many historians who write about the formation of Chingisid Uluses as state
entities, quote “Tarikh-i Vassaf” and the ”Genealogy of the Turks”, which state
that every land from Semirech'e, Khwarezm, Saksin, and Bulgar to Derbent and up
to ”the places that can be reached by a Tatar horse’s hoof”11 must be a part of the
Ulus of Jochi. Al-Umari reported that according to Chingis Khan’s will, Arran,
Tabriz, Hamadan, and Meragha had to be joined to the Ulus of Jochi. He pointed
out that Derbent and Baku with the region of Shirvan were a part of the Ulus of
Jochi12, referring to the alleged “will of Genghis Khan”. However it is unlikely that
Chingis Khan was so specific in defining Jochid boundaries, but for some reason,
not mentioned at least the territory of Transcaucasia. A.A.Alizade wrote that “we
have no direct evidence of the reliability of such an interpretation of the will of
Genghis Khan”13. A.B.Malyshev saw in the al-Umari's statement merely a “testament of Chingis Khan in this regard”14.
Hulagu established new state on already vassal lands receiving the yarlyks
from Batu Khan, which were conquered in 1220s–1230s and belonged to the
Jochids15. The capital of the new state was initially Meragha and then Tabriz. Before the establishment of Ilkhanate, the Golden Horde freely disposed of the trade
routes in Transcaucasia and of the eastern part of Asia Minor. Moreover, the goods
imported by the Golden Horde were not subject to taxation16.
In our view, when concerning the issue of the formation of Hulaguid Ulus, it
should be noted first that under Chingis Khan the Mongol Empire was divided only
8
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XIII–XIV vv. P. 314.
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among his sons. Chingis Khan's grandchildren were not mentioned and western
lands had not yet been conquered. Secondly, Chingis Khan's younger son Tolui
and, consequently, his progeny as well had to own only the native lands of the
Mongols17. Thirdly, the kuriltai of 1251 determined only the completing of the
conquest of Abbasid Caliphate, but not the establishment of a new state. The establishment of a new ulus was somehow regulated only at the kuriltai of 1269, though
Hulagu had already been ruling the conquered lands as a representative of the
Mongol Empire. After Mongke’s death and the beginning of hostility between Kublai Khan and Arik Buka, the Ulus of Hulagu became an independent state. So, in
fact, his reign must be regarded as beginning on 1260, taking into account that so
far the conquests were not yet finished. At this time, Hulagu was not a ruler of independent ulus, but was merely a commander in chief of the Mongol troops operating in the south-east.
The Great Khan Mongke died in 1259. Then according to the decision of the
kuriltai, Arik Buka ascended the throne in Karakorum. However, his brother Kublai Khan refused to obey and declared himself the Great Khan. This struggle affected the relations between Berke Khan and Hulagu as well, since Hulagu supported Kublai Khan, but Berke Khan took the side of Arik Buka18 withdrawing his
subsidiary units from the army of Hulagu at the beginning of 1261.
In appreciation for the support, in 1263 Kublai Khan granted Hulagu the
yarlyk on the lands from the Amu Darya to Syria and Egypt19. Thereby Kublai
Khan recognized the new state unilaterally and significantly weakened the central
government in the Karakorum. Kublai Khan and Hulagu, in fact, were usurpers and
really needed their power to be legitimized. As is known, both of them were appointed by the kuriltai only as army leaders, but not as future rulers. Hulagu’s factual reign of an independent ulus started that time. He began to form administration
of the conquered territories and received initial recognition, even from the same
newly founded state as it was the Ulus of Kublai.
When in 1263 Hulagu declared himself a sovereign, the Jochids began a war
against him. It was the first clash between Berke Khan and Hulagu and it took
place on the Kura River. Berke Khan gained the victory but he still did not seize
the lands of Transcaucasia since he appeared there in the role of a representative of
the Empire against a rebel, not as a ruler of the Golden Horde state. But after the
death of Berke Khan, both Uluses were finally formed and disagreements between
Chingisids about the establishment of the Yuan Empire and Ilkhanate had been
somewhat resolved at the last kuriltai of 1269. Therefore the Jochids were no longer interested in the fate of Karakorum and did not support the struggle against the
Yuan Empire. They also changed their priorities in their relations with Ilkhans so
that all they demanded mainly was the territorial claim.

17
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Berke Khan was a Muslim and he relied in the Ulus of Jochi on the Muslim
clergy and merchants. During his reign the bulk of his army consisted of Turkic
tribes, mainly of Kipchak. If Jochids were not active in the establishment of their
state, they would expect a different fate, as the Mongols were insignificant numerically among the Turks of the Golden Horde. On the international scene they began
to represent the interests of Desht-i Kipchak.
Relations between two Uluses in the epoch of Mengu-Timur and Tuda Mengu
reminded a quadrangle consisting of the relations of the Golden Horde with Egypt
and the Ilkhans with Byzantium20. Although Byzantium did not dare to act against
the Golden Horde, it was still pursuing a policy of maneuvering between the
Jochids and Hulaguids. The Golden Horde had to use several times its military
forces on emerging transnational issues. In fact, at that time the Golden Horde was
forming its own foreign policy.
It was only Tulabuga who since 1288 resumed the struggle against the Ilkhans
and sent the army to conquer Azerbaijan. However the Golden Horde army retreated without achieving its goal21. During a temporary rule of Nogai Khan, the Golden
Horde was unable to devote all its attention to the Transcaucasian problem because
of domestic complications. This resulted in final formation of Hulaguid state and
consolidation of its authority in Transcaucasia. However, after solving domestic
problems, Tokhta Khan resumed the Golden Horde claims to the lands of Transcaucasia. In 1303 his ambassadors demanded from Ilkhan Gazan to leave the whole
Caucasus22. Although Tokhta Khan did not achieve his political aims, there had
been some trade agreements23.
After Tokhta Khan, Uzbeg Khan also expressed his claims to the Caucasus,
though in the trade and economic relations, both sides made some attempts to revive the trade between two states. As the course of action showed, the Ilkhans never sought to conquer the territory of the Golden Horde conducting only the defensive military actions.
A.B.Malyshev qualified the reasons of the wars between the Ilkhans and the
Golden Horde24. They are as following: 1) the Jochids’ claims on Azerbaijan and
Northern Iran, as a reward for their help in the Hulaguid conquest of Iran; 2) the
murder by Hulaguids of several Jochid nobles participated in the conquest of Iran;
3) Jochid religious war against Hulaguids because of the devastation of Muslim
countries and murder of al-Mustasim, the last Abbasid caliph.
20
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In addition to these causes, the researchers call a number of other very important reasons. For example, I.H. Kamalov came to the conclusion that the war
between the Golden Horde and the Ikhans “took place due to the fact that the borders separating the states had not been defined precisely”25. I.P Petrushevskiy and
M.A.Seifeddini called “the struggle for possessing the caravan trade routes connecting Europe through Transcaucasia”26 as the cause of confrontation since the
emergence of new state seeking to control southern trade routes, infringed the interests of the Golden Horde27.
The struggle between Kublai Khan and Arik Buka lasted until 126428 and ended with Arik Buka’s defeat. In fact, Kublai Khan created a new state – the Yuan
Empire with its capital in Beijing. After Arik Buka’s defeat, the Mongol opposition
was led by Qaidu, the descendant of Ogedei. He was supported by the indigenous
Mongolian lands and Chaghataid Ulus. In that situation mutual recognition was
absolutely essential for Chingisid states, especially for Hulagu and Kublai Khan.
But the parties could agree only after the death of Berke Khan by signing in 1269
mutual peace treaty.
Why did the Jochids support the central authority in Mongolia for so long,
even though they were actively building their own state in Desht-i Kipchak? Here,
in our opinion, several reasons should be noted. First of all, Jochid authority among
the aristocracy of the Mongol Empire was extremely high and everybody realised
that after Chingis Khan it was Jochi who had to become the great kagan, not
Ogedei. In the eyes of the aristocracy, the issue of Jochi’s origin which was being
heatedly discussed at the family council of Chingisids29 was not to result in denying him the right to possess the Mongolian throne. In the legal sense the birthright
of Jochi was universally recognized. Thus Jochids did not have to prove their right
to the throne. On the contrary, the other descendants of Chingis, as it can be seen
later, had not only to prove their rights but also to resort to the support of the
Jochids, since the latters were influential among the aristocracy of the Mongolian
Empire even without living in Karakorum and Mongolia. Secondly, after having
received their own ulus Jochi and his descendants began to build thoroughly their
own state. Perhaps for this reason the Ulus of Jochi was the most durable among
other Chingisid States that lasted less than 100 years. The Jochids had a significant
influence on the policies of the Mongol Empire, since they enjoyed the support of
the people of their ulus that unquestioningly obeyed only to them, not to other
Chingisids. Jochid internal policy becomes more understandable when considering
how actively Kublai Khan and Hulagu tried to build their state. Unlike them, however, the Jochids were not forced to rush. And this understanding of government
was characteristic for Jochids. Thirdly, in their concern for the future of the state
the Jochids had to be the supporters of the Empire that did not require from them
25
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anything other than the nominal submission. In this context, the most revealing are
the words of Batu who renounced the imperial throne and preferred the real power
in Dasht-i Kipchak preserving, however, enormous influence in the Empire30.
In fact, it were the Jochids who altered the imperial policy after they had
brought to power the descendants of Tolui and repressed almost completely the line
of Ogedei, which inherited previously the power of Chingis with a relatively harmonious accord of his other sons. Thanks to the support of the Empire Jochids
were able to establish general rules of international relations. And considering the
fact that the main area of Eurasia was already in the hands of Chingisids, we will
understand how important it was for policy and trade. In such situation even the
disintegration of the empire would be slow and less destructive, basing on a certain
agreement. Therefore the Jochids supported Karakorum depended from the conquered territories, and they opposed Kublai Khan who ruled alone in China and
who was provided with adequate resources. In fact, only the Jochids were the real
builders of the Chingisid States. However, further strengthening of Toluids disrupted the general course of history, which previously was determined exclusively by
the Jochids. In turn, Kublai Khan and Hulagu were out of Mongolia and controlled
new lands, having at their disposal a field army and vast territory.
It is significant that when the relationship between Berke Khan and Hulagu deteriorated, the Jochid units that were subordinated to Hulagu defected to the Egyptian Mamluks. Since then, the Mamluk sultans became the main allies of the Golden Horde in foreign policy until the end of the 14th century. The Jochids started to
carry on their own policy leaving the authority of the empire out of account, since
it had become useless for them. And subsequent maintenance of the illusion of the
existence of the Mongol Empire should be considered only as part of the Jochid
foreign policy.
In this international situation the Hulaguids had to play the game according to
the Jochids’ rules. No matter how many times they claimed that their state was a
part of the “Mongol” Yuan Empire, but it was far away and could not help
Hulaguids in military terms. So they had to defend themselves alone. The
Hulaguids remained pagans and patronized the Christians despite the fact that they
ruled the Muslim lands. Likewise, the foreign policy of their patrons – the Yuan
Empire – “in relation to countries of the West was directed mainly against the Muslim religion”31. There were several reasons for that. First of all, it was they who
destroyed the caliphate and, moreover, who murdered the caliph – the head of all
Muslims. All these actions made them the enemies of Islam.
Secondly, in 1260 the Mamluks were able to re-establish the Abbasid Caliphate, which was recognized by Berke Khan who took it in addition under his protection32. In this way the Jochids became the leading power in Islamic world. Naturally, it was the result of agreements and was dictated by international realities.
Such a serious political act could not be a simple expression of the will, but was a

30
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reflection of the political situation that emerged precisely after the creation of the
Hulaguid Ulus.
Certainly, the subsequent confrontation between Hulaguid and Jochid Uluses
was associated with the struggle for the territory of Transcaucasia, favorable in the
economic and strategic terms. One of the main sources of income of Chingisid
States was the transit trade between the countries of the East and the West. Two
major world trade routes passed through Iran and Dasht-I Kipchak. After the establishment of the Ilkhanate, commercial relations between the Dasht-i Kipchak and
Iran were broken and the southern route got out of Jochid control. As I.H.Kamalov
writes “crossing of important trade routes only worsened the already strained relationship between the Golden Horde and Ilkhanids since Ilkhanids sought to control
the Caucasus and northern areas and to keep under control the way to the Mediterranean Sea”33. Therefore, the war between both states was inevitable.
Thus, as we see, the early Hulaguid policy in relation to Hulaguids was determined by a complex of reasons, such as the struggle against the self-proclamation
of the new state, opposition of Hulagu and Kublai to the central authority and
adoption of the Hulaguid authority in the Caucasus and Asia Minor, in the territory
claimed by the Jochids.
First of all, the Jochids shifted their priorities in international politics since the
Great Mongol Empire collapsed and all Chingisid states became their opponents.
Given the realities of the international situation Jochids found new allies. Their
main ally became the Abbasid Caliphate re-established by the Mamluks of Egypt.
In connection with the changed political realities the main causes of the confrontation between the Golden Horde and Ilkhans became the religious factor as well as
Jochid territorial claims.
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ПОЛИТИКА ЗОЛОТОЙ ОРДЫ ПО ОТНОШЕНИЮ
К ГОСУДАРСТВУ ХУЛАГУИДОВ
И.М. Миргалеев
(Институт истории им. Ш. Марджани Академии наук Республики Татарстан)
Статья посвящена рассмотрению внешней политики Золотой Орды по отношению к государству Ильханов в Иране в XIII–XIV веках. Основы золотоордынской
внешней политики по отношению к Хулагуидам были заложены в период хана Берке
и оставались приоритетными до распада государства Ильханов.
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