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The article examines the Genghisid kurultai held in 1235. The author notes
that in many aspects the kurultai of 1235 not only differed from other similar
kurultais, but did not quite fit into the political reality of the early imperial period.
The author examines in some detail the purpose of the new Western campaign of
the Tatar-Mongols. Despite the fact that the Western campaign had a pan-
Mongolian character, it contributed to a significant enhancement precisely of the
Jochids pushed off earlier into the background by other Genghisids. Batu Khan,
the new ruler of the Jochid ulus, succeeded both in extending the ulus of Jochi
and resuscitating the ulus of his father. But most importantly, he won the right to
lead the army of the whole empire, which immediately changed his status and the
status of the Jochids. In a fairly short time, the Jochids had been strengthened to
such an extent that they were able to take revenge from their cousins. After had
defeated the descendants of Ogedei and brought to power the Toluids, the Jochids
willingly relinquish power in the “indigenous yurt”, since they already possessed
vast territories and established a functioning state system. They used their influ-
ence in the capital only to strengthen their own ulus. The Jochids tried to keep the
Mongol Empire under their control by ensuring decision-making at the next
kurultais in accordance with their political interests.

The author believes that there were active negotiations among the
Genghisids before the kurultay of 1235. The fact that the Western campaign was
headed by Batu and not by the sons of Ogedei, represented an unconditional vic-
tory of the Jochid “family” diplomacy, since previously the Jochids were not
allowed to the leadership of the Mongol campaigns. Thanks to the Western cam-
paign, the Jochids were able to expand their possessions to such an extent that,
immediately after the campaign, their relationship with the central government
and other Genghisids acquired quite a different character.
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The kurultai of 1235 became a turning point in the history not only of
the Genghis Khan’s empire, but also of the ulus of Jochi, which was des-
tined to last longer than any other Genghisid state entity. In many aspects
the kurultai of 1235, which was convened by the sons and grandsons of
Genghis Khan, the actual builders of the vast Mongol Empire, not only
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differed from other similar kurultais, but did not quite fit into the political
reality of the early imperial period. And the main intriguing question here
was, of course, the aims of a new Western campaign. We should note that
this issue is still undeveloped in the historiography. It has long been firmly
established in general works on the Mongol Empire and the early Jochid
period that the goal of the campaign was to expand the territory of the ulus
of Jochi and that the campaign allegedly served the implementation of the
“will” of Genghis Khan. A national historiography (primarily Russian and
European) dubbed this campaign of Genghisids as “Batu’s invasion”.

At first, I would like to note: neither Mongol campaign was conduc-
ted in order to expand any of Genghisid uluses. Neither the conquests of
Genghis Khan nor the conquest of Ogedei of China, nor the subsequent
conquests of Hulagu and Kublai Khan pursued the creation or expansion
of the single ulus. All of them were only commanders-in-chief in the ope-
rating army of the Mongol Empire. In any case, kurultais did not take such
decisions as, for example, the establishment of the Hulaguid ulus or the
State of Kublai Khan. Although having the institute of co-rulers, the cent-
ral authority of the Great Kaghan did everything in order to achieve total
control over the entire territory of the empire. It is a well-known fact that
Hulagu and Kublai Khan established their states due to separatism. Quite
different was the case of the ulus of Jochi.

Undoubtedly, Jochi was an active builder of the new State. He was
among the main conquerors of the West by participating in the conquest
of Central Asia in 1219-1224. He was a member of the smaller council
under Genghis Khan and as his eldest son, he had a huge impact in the
Mongol State [6, p.77], which was the reason for hostile attitude of other
members of Genghisid family. After had received a separate ulus in 1207
conquered by himself [5, p. 123], Jochi subsequently established relations
with the Abbasid Caliphate as well as with Jalal ad-Din Mingburnu. And
most importantly, he was able to create a numerous family, which became
very active in establishing an independent ulus of Jochi. And here is ap-
propriate to ask what would become a Yeke Mongol ulus if Jochi lived
longer than his father? After all, despite their youth, his sons were able to
organize a statewide campaign to the west in order to expand the ulus of
Jochi. Despite the fact that from the beginning to the end this major event
had a pan-Mongolian nature, it strengthened exactly the Jochids. As a
result of the campaign, there was founded the strongest ulus led by the
sons of Jochi. It is well-known that in matters of succession Jochi was
postponed by Genghis Khan and his brothers Ogedei and Chaghatai.
Therefore, after the death of Jochi, his ulus lost not only its factual inde-
pendence, but also its core territory, becoming part of the ulus of Ogedei.

Batu succeeded not only in expansion of the ulus of Jochi, but he was
also able to resuscitate his father’s ulus. And most importantly, he won the
right to head the army of the empire. This matter immediately changed his
status and the status of Jochids.
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Jochi had his own ideology of state-building and relationships with
other countries, which differed from the ideology of Genghis Khan. When
analyzing information of the sources about activities of Jochi, we can firmly
state that Jochi was a supporter of the ideology of a peaceful reunification
of the Turko-Mongol nomads. This assertion is supported by the peaceful
submission of the Kyrgyz and Northern Forest Tribes, when Jochi did not
wage a war against the Tumat who had refused to obey him [8, p. 225]. He
was one of the founders of the Mongol State and the head of his own ulus.
So, he did not want to destroy cities and kill their inhabitants. Such attitude
towards the state-building would also have his descendants.

Certainly, Jochi had a broad support, especially among the non-
Mongol elite. Jochi sought to create a solid foundation for managing he-
terogeneous peoples. This explained the reason, why he converted his son
Berke to Islam when he was an infant. In this way, Jochi made it clear to
the subjugated Muslims that in the ruling family was their coreligionist,
which would protect them if necessary. Generally, the rumors that Jochi
and Batu themselves secretly converted to Islam, had to be put for this
purpose. And support provided to them by the Muslims, only confirms
this. Jochi married Khan Sultan, the daughter of Ala ad-Din Muhammad,
whereas the mother of the latter, Terken Khatun, while in captivity, was
forced to live in poverty and disgrace [1, p. 150], picking up scraps from
the meal of Genghis Khan.

The fact that Jochi started to move away from Genghis Khan in
1226-1227, was probably caused by personal reason, namely, by the con-
flict during a family council with the participation of Chaghatai.
Chaghatai openly humiliated Jochi speaking about the semi-Merkit origin
of the eldest son of Genghis. Strange in this conflict was the behavior of
Genghis Khan himself, who did not interrupt Chaghatai (as the source
says: “But the Khan — not a single word”). Koko-Tsos was compelled to
respond instead of Genghis Khan, saying that then “there was a division
among the whole people. Nobody went to the bed, everyone sought to
profit prey”. [5, p. 134].

As we know from the “Secret History of the Mongols”, Genghis
Khan himself was not eager to create the united State. He told his sons
and his wives that there were many countries in the world and he divided
the State among his sons. Yet, at the insistence of the family, he named
his successor. One get the impression that Genghis Khan did not want to
name Jochi as his successor. If Genghis Khan wanted to name Jochi as the
successor, he would have naturally done it. As a result, Ogedei was named
the Great Kaghan instead of Jochi. All these interfamily relationships of
Genghisids are important in terms of the entire history of the Mongol
uluses. In fact, these relationships determined Genghisids’ approach to
creating new state entities, to the relationship’ establishing both with the
conquered peoples and other countries.
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During large-scale conquests under Ogedei’s reign, the supporters
and opponents of establishing a strong state relations with cities did not
encounter openly. Although there arose some disputes about saving or
total destruction of cities. During this period, the Jochids have not played
an important role in the pan-Mongolian affairs primarily because of their
early age and because of the remoteness of their ulus from the metropolis.
Strange but true, the sons of Jochi preferred to live in the ulus of their
father rather than in the horde of Genghis Khan. They did not want to live
in the Karakorum, built later, as did many Chaghataids and Ogedeids, not
to mention the Toluids. Before 1236, the Jochids led military operations in
the western direction in those unconquered lands that Genghis Khan sup-
posedly bequeathed to their father. They conducted all the military opera-
tions using their own forces of the ulus of Jochi [7, p. 50].

And, of course, it is not known, could the Jochids achieve the deci-
sions of kuriltai of 1235 about the beginning of the Western campaign and
lead the main imperial army, if the family of Jochi was not such a nume-
rous and if Jochi did not laid a solid state basis for his ulus? This, of
course, can be considered as a kind of gratitude of Ogedei to the descen-
dants of Jochi: after all, he took the place of Genghis Khan’s successor,
that is, of his eldest son.

After Jochi’s death, his sons did not participate in the Mongol cam-
paigns, neither against the Tanguts nor against Jin [3, p. 60—70]. They
were engaged in a gradual expansion of their possessions.

Among the Genghisids, only the Jochids and Toluids Kublai and
Hulagu would actively build their own states in the new lands. In doing so
they would not seek return to the metropolis. On the contrast, other
Genghisids would try to live in Mongolia. The reason for this behavior of
Kublai and Hulagu is clear: they acted as separatists, while the metropolis
wanted to keep the conquered territories under centralized control. The
case of Jochi and his descendants was more difficult as separatist ambi-
tions of Jochi emerged during the life of Genghis Khan. Even though
Genghis Khan said that — “Mother Earth is great. There are lots of her
rivers and waters. Tell me instead — we will govern foreign nations sepa-
rately, spreading wide separate pastures” [5, p. 137] — yet Jochi had to
conquer his father’s “gift”. And there is such impression that everything
that was said by Genghis Khan was concerned namely Jochi.

No doubt, sons of Jochi were well aware of their father’s relationship
with their grandfather and of the relationship between Genghisids. Since
Jochi did not became the successor to Genghis Khan, his family was
ejected from the metropolis, which still remained half a century the politi-
cal center of the empire. And when the Jochids had the revenge by defea-
ting Ogedei’s descendants and placed Toluids in power, they themselves
gave up power in the “native yurt”, as they already owned vast territories
and established a functioning state system. They used their influence in
the capital only to strengthen their ulus. The Jochids tried to keep gover-
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nance of the Mongol Empire under their control ensuring such decision-
making at the kurultais that corresponded to their political interests. But
they did not live in the capital of the empire and the Toluids were able to
lead two pan-Mongolian campaigns, which gradually led to the cancella-
tion of the previous agreements between the Jochids and Toluids.

Before the beginning of the Western campaign, all of the Jochid con-
quests were conducted by their own forces. Lacking major forces, the
Jochids mainly resorted to a peaceful conquest. This determined the spe-
cial character of subsequent Jochid conquests. When the Jochids headed
pan-Mongolian army, they were not able to fully control the behavior of
all their subsidiaries. To ensure complete victory they met with necessity
of carrying out rapid military operations against large enemy forces in
order to destroy its main capacity. Therefore, the Western campaign head-
ed by the Jochids differed from the conquests in Khwarezm and China and
from the campaign of Hulagu. Unlike other similar situations, Jochids
knew their goal initially — they conquered new lands for their ulus and not
for the empire. This unique case was typical only for the Jochids. All the
other Mongol campaigns did not have such purpose and were carried out
in the interests of the entire empire and all of the Genghisids.

The war between Yeke Mongol Ulus and Jurchen State of the Jin
Dynasty, which had been launched by Genghis Khan himself in 1211,
ended in 1234. During this war, the Mongols conquered the Korean State
as well. Thus, the war continued relentlessly, and at that time, the Jochids
did not participate in the southern campaigns mostly taking care of
strengthening of their own ulus. Why they did not participate? The answer
can only be one: the Genghisid family did not want this to happen. But at
the kurultai of 1235, they were able to approve the plan of the Western
campaign, which was to be carried out under their leadership (it was the
first campaign that was headed by Genghis Khan’s grandsons, not by his
sons) and in which other Genghisids were supposed to take part. So, the
expansion of the ulus of Jochi became the imperial matter.

There were two main Genghisid states after the dissolution of the
Mongol Empire. These states were the ulus of Jochi and the Yuan Empire.
The ulus of Hulagu was initially under Kublai Khan’s control participa-
ting in the wake of his foreign policy during a certain period of time.
During the entire period of its existence, the rulers of Hulaguid ulus called
themselves Ilkhans, i.e. the rulers of an area rather than of a sovereign
state. The ulus of Chaghatai, the native yurt of Tolui, the ulus of Ogedei,
and uluses of Genghis Khan’s relatives did not constitute a State. These
areas were influenced by the ulus of Jochi and Yuan Empire and were
only certain aristocratic properties, where were operating such Genghisids
as a descendant of Ogedei, Qaidu, follower of the traditional nomadic
approach to the State establishment. During the reign of Ogedei they had
the highest influence in the empire. Therefore, the beginning of a new
campaign after conquest of the Northern China gave them an opportunity
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to get new booty and captives. It seems that the Jochids were able to use
such attitude of other Genghisids and were able to achieve the approval of
kurultai concerning the decision of Western campaign. The war was
waged on the common grounds of the empire. But conquered lands were
annexed to the ulus of Jochi, though it was obviously assumed that there
would be the properties of other Genghisid uluses in the “Western lands”.

Undoubtedly, there were active negotiations between the Genghisids
prior to the kuriltai’s convening. The fact that the Western campaign was
led by Batu and not by Ogedei’s sons, was certainly the victory of the
Jochid family diplomacy. After all, the Jochids were not admitted to the
leadership of the southern campaigns. It is more than likely that the
Jochids appealed to the “will” of Genghis Khan. But the Jochids for their
part, made concessions. For example, participation of other Genghisids in
the campaign allowed them to receive future taxes from the conquered
lands. And the Empire was able to send to these lands its baskaks. But in
return the Jochids were able to expand their holdings to such an extent
that after the campaign their relationship with the central government and
other Genghisids assumed a new character. The ulus of Jochi became the
right wing of the Empire, in other words, the State within a State. It al-
ready had in possession not only the South-Siberian lands, but also vast
territories, which included the western Siberia, Eastern Europe, Black Sea
region, and Caspian lands.

If one looks at the composition of the Genghisids, which was as-
signed by kurultai to obey Batu, according to the list given by Rashid al-
Din [4, p. 37], it becomes clear that it was a victory of the Jochids: despite
the fact that the campaign was attended by many of Genghisids, the ge-
neral leadership belonged to Batu.

Direct military actions began in 1236 and ended in 1242. Six years are
not too much for such a large-scale conquest. It must be admitted that the
campaign was conducted brilliantly and thoughtfully. Undoubtedly, the
Jochids conducted the counter-reconnaissance battles before the Western
campaign aimed at gathering information about the Kipchaks, Volga Bul-
garia, Russian principalities, the Caucasus. According to Julian, the Eastern
Hungarians was on war-path with them during 14—15 years [2, p. 154].

The presence of internal conflicts between Genghisids during the
Western campaign should be viewed as a continuation of the attitude to
the Jochids, which took shape in the previous period among some
Genghisids and among the political elite of the Karakorum. An open dis-
missive attitude of Chaghatai towards Jochi was undoubtedly taken over
by some of the Genghisids.

If Ogedei had moderate and more or less condescending predisposition
towards the Jochids, then after his death there was an increasing influence
of the Jochid opponents in Karakorum. This, of course, alerted the latter. As
it seems, neither the Genghisids in Karakorum nor Batu thought about cam-
paign in such situation. It was important for the Jochids to achieve as soon
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as possible a dominant position in the new lands, to create an institution of
power and to establish relations with the conquered people. They had to
quickly enhance their new holdings. Since, if their opponents came to po-
wer, they could deprive the Jochids of their new lands, life, and the ulus.
For the central authority in Karakorum, in turn, it was necessary to prevent
the enhancement of Jochids, who commanded the main army of the empire
at that time. Therefore, other Genghisids left the army and went to Mongo-
lia or their uluses. This circumstance was directly related to the termination
of the Western campaign. But owing to this circumstance, they could not
consolidate new territories as their possessions.

Thus, the role of Batu, head of the Jochid family, was huge at the
kuriltai of 1235. It was he who was able to establish relationships with
other Genghisids and, most importantly, with the Great kaghan Ogedei, in
a new form, completely different from that of his father. It seems that after
1227, Batu could be in Ogedei’s retinue and periodically lived in the court
of kaghan. At least, he was supposed to keep in touch with kaghan. The
Western campaign was to provide a new booty and territories to other
Genghisids. However, the newly conquered lands were considered in ad-
vance as belonging to the ulus of Jochi.
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KYPYJITAM 1235 I'OJIA 1 BOITPOCHI PACIIIMPEHUSA
YIYCA JXKYUHN

HU.M. Mupzanees
(Uucmumym ucmopuu um. L1l Mapoosicanu
Axademuu nayx Pecnybnuxu Tamapcman)

CraThsl TIOCBAIICHA KYpPYJITal0 YHHTH3HIOB, IMPOBEAeHHOMY B 1235 romy.
ABTOp OTMEYaeT, YTO BO MHOTHX acHeKTax Kypyirai 1235 rona He TOJNBKO OTIIH-
Yajcs OT APYTHX NOAOOHBIX KYPYJITaeB, HO M HE COBCEM BIIMCHIBAJICS B MOJHUTH-
YEeCKyI0 ICHCTBUTEIBHOCTh T'OCYNapCTBAa YMHTU3HUIOB. ABTOp CTaTbH yJENseT
JIOBOJIGHO 3HAYUTEIHHOE BHHMAHHE PACCMOTPEHHIO IeNIeil HOBOTO 3aragHoro
MOX0/]a TaTapO-MOHTOJI. ABTOp Ipe/JIaraeT Mmo-HOBOMY B3IJISIHYTh Ha MPOOJIeMY
pacupenus Yayca [xyun. XoTd 3amagHblii MOXOJ HOCHJ MaH-MOHTOJIBCKUN
XapakTep, OH COCOOCTBOBAJI CEPhE3HOMY YCHIICHHUIO MMEHHO JKY4YHJOB, BBIHY-
JKICHHBIX JOBOJBCTBOBATHCS PaHEe BTOPOCTEIIEHHON POJIbIO CPeAn APYTUX YWH-
TU3UI0B. baThIil, HOBBIM MPABUTEINb YIIyca JHKYYHIOB, JOOWMICS HE TOJNBKO pac-
wupenus Ynyca JKy4uu, HO U peaHUMHpPOBaHUs yiyca cBoero otua. Ho camoe
TJIaBHOE, OH JOOWJICS TpaBa BO3TIABUTH apPMUIO BCEH MMIIEPHH, YTO CPa3y U3Me-
HUJIO €T0 CTaTyC M CTaTyC [DKYYHIOB. B OCTaTOUYHO CKOPOM BPEeMEHH IKYUHIBI
YCHIIMITUCh HACTOJIBKO, YTO CMOTJIH B3STh PEBAHII Y CBOMX JABOIOPOIHBIX OpaThb-
eB. PasrpoMuB moTOMKOB Yrenes u npuBels K BIACTH TYJYyHHIOB, OHM CaMH
OTKAa3aJIUCh OT BJIACTH B «KOPEHHOM IOpPTE», TaK KaK y>K€ BIAJEU OTPOMHBIMH
TEPPUTOPUSMH U CO3JANH (PYHKIMOHUPYIOUIYIO TOCYIApCTBEHHYIO CHCTEMY.
CBoe BIHSHHE B CTOJIMIEC OHU UCIIOJB30BaAJIU TOJIBKO B LEJIAX YKPCIJICHUS CBOCTO
yiayca. JJxKydusipl IbITauCh JiepKaTh MOHTOJIBCKYIO UMIIEPHUIO MOJ CBOUM KOH-
TpoJIeM, TOOUBASCH IPUHATHS PEIICHUN HA TOCIEAYIONINX KypyITasx B COOTBET-
CTBUU CO CBOMM MOJUTHYECKUMU HHTEPECAMHU.

ABTOp cuMTaeT, u4To A0 Kypynaras 1235 rona MexIy YMHTH3UAAMU BEIHCh aK-
TUBHBIE NEPEroBophl. To, UTO 3amagHbId NOXO0J BO3IJIaBU baThlil, a HE CHIHOBBS
VYrenmes, Obu10 O€3yCIOBHOM MoOemon «CceMeHHOI» NUIUIOMATHH JKYYHOOB, Tak
KaK JI0 5TOTO JDKYYH[IBI HE TOITYCKAIHNCh K PYKOBOJICTBY MOHTOJIbCKUMH TTOXOJIaMH.
Bnaromaps 3amagHOMy MOXOAY JUKYYHABI CMOTJIM PACIIMPHUTH CBOM BIIAJCHUS Ha-
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CTOJIBKO, YTO Cpa3y k€ M0 OKOHYAHWIO KaMIIAaHUM MX B3aUMOOTHOIIEHMS C IIeH-
TPaJIbHOW BIIACTHIO M IPYTHMH YMHTH3UAAMH IPHOOPETH HHON XapakTep.
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