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HOW THE WARRIORS OF PRESTER JOHN TRANSFORMED  

INTO DEMONS FROM TARTARUS.  

REVIEW OF THE BOOK: HAUTALA R. FROM “DAVID, KING OF THE INDIES”  

TO “DETESTABLE PLEBS OF SATAN”: AN ANTHOLOGY OF EARLY LATIN INFORMATION 

ABOUT THE TATAR-MONGOLS. (KAZAN: SH.MARJANI INSTITUTE OF HISTORY  

OF AS RT, 2015. 496 P.) 

 

R.Yu. Pochekaev 

National Research University Higher School of Economics 

St. Petersburg 198099, Russian Federation 

E-mail: ropot@mail.ru 

 

This paper is a review of recently published book of Finnish researcher Roman Hautala 

devoted to publication and study of Latin sources on the Mongols of the 13th century. The 

book is of great importance as it is a compilations of the very valuable sources which demon-

strate evolution of the attitude of European authorities and contemporaries towards the Mon-

gols – from potential allies to the most dangerous enemy. Analysis of these sources helps to 

understand the further policy of Western European monarchs in the Eastern Europe, Ancient 

Rus’, Mongol Empire and its successors – Golden Horde, Ilkhanate, etc. At the same time, 

R. Hautala pays substantial attention to a fate of another nomads of Eurasia connected with 

the Mongol invasion – especially Kumans (Kipchaks) in Hungary. 

The book contains author’s preface, Latin texts and Russian translations of sources as 

well as very valuable comments of author. Each part could be considered as independent 

part of this complex research. The main importance of book is put into use of Russian-

speaking scientific society of a huge number of sources, most part of which was not acces-

sible for home historians because of lack of knowledge of Latin. The structure of the book 

completely corresponds to its goals and objectives. 

Nevertheless, the author of review points that the book has several insignificant weak-

nesses, which could be kept in mind and removed in the future works of R. Hautala.  

Keywords: new monograph, new written sources on the history of the Mongol Empire, 

early Latin information about the Mongols, foreign and Russian historiographies. 
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