30/10TOOPAbIHCKOE OBO3PEHWE / GOLDEN HORDE REVIEW. 2018, 6 (2) 439

XPOHHUKA

VK 94 DOI: 10.22378/2313-6197.2018-6-2.439-442

WORKSHOP: THE MONGOLS AND THE SILK ROADS
(MAY 10-11, 2018, FACULTY OF ARTS,
UNIVERSITY OF SZEGED)

Aleksandar Uzelac

The Institute of History Belgrade
Belgrade, Serbia
aleksandar.uzelac@iib.ac.rs

Abstract: On May 10-11 2018, the Faculty of Arts of the University of Szeged hosted
an annual gathering of researchers dealing with the history of the Mongol Empire. The
event was organized by several members of the Turkological Research group of MTA-
SZTE (“Hungarian Academy of Sciences — University of Szeged”). Its main goal was the
reassessment of a role that the international networks of merchants, and their activities
along the Silk Roads, played in the Mongol Empire. The event saw the gathering of eleven
participants from Hungary, United Kingdom, Germany, Bulgaria, Serbia, Israel, China and
Japan, who covered a wide range of topics and source materials. The working language was
English.

On the first day, Istvan Vasary, professor emeritus of E6tvos Lorand University and
keynote speaker of the event, held his lecture: The Mongol Period: Heyday of the Silk
Roads. The other participants’ presentations, divided into four sessions, and followed by
long, exhaustive and fruitful discussions, took place the next day. The presented papers will
be published in one of the volumes of the internationally recognized journal Acta
Orientalia Academiae Hungaricae in 2019.
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On May 10-11 2018, the Faculty of Arts of the University of Szeged hosted an
annual gathering of scholars dealing with various aspects of the history of the
Mongol Empire. This workshop, named The Mongols and the Silk Roads, was or-
ganized by Istvan Zimonyi, Szilvia Kovacs and Marton Vér, members of the
Turkological Research group of MTA-SZTE (“Hungarian Academy of Sciences —
University of Szeged”). It was conceived as a continuation of two similar events,
previously held in Jerusalem (Diplomacy in the Age of Mongol Globalization, or-
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ganized by Francesca Fiaschetti and Marie Favereau in 2016) and Sofia (Mongol
Warfare between Steppe and Sown, organized by Boryana Antonova and Konstan-
tin Golev in 2017).

The main goals of this workshop were the reassessment of a role that the inter-
national networks of merchants, and their activities along the Silk Roads, played in
the Mongol Empire, and their influence on the growth of trans-regional trade and
expansion the commercial routes to new regions and the maritime areas. There
were eleven participants, from Hungary, United Kingdom, Germany, Bulgaria,
Serbia, Israel, China and Japan, who covered a wide range of topics and source
materials. Most of the presentations were either directly or indirectly related to the
history of the Golden Horde. The working language was English.

On May 10, the event began with the opening speeches of Klara Sandor, Vice
dean of the Faculty of Arts, and Istvan Zimonyi. On the same day, the participants
of the workshop and wider audience had the opportunity to hear the lecture of
Istvan Vasary, professor emeritus of E6tvos Lorand University, Budapest, and the
key speaker of the event. In his lecture The Mongol Period: Heyday of the Silk
Roads, Vasary emphasized hitherto neglected aspects of cultural exchange between
eastern and western parts of the Mongol Empire, the development of various Tur-
kic literary languages and dialects in the Mongol period and their role as a medium
of communication.

During the second day, the participants presented their contributions in four
consecutive sessions. The first speaker was Marie Favereau (Oxford University).
Her presentation Money as a Medium of Exchange in the Fourteenth-Century
Golden Horde covered various actual topics, from the role of the Jochid elites in
the commercial exchanges, adoption of the Islamic coinage system in the Golden
Horde, to the monetary reforms of Tokhta, Janibek, and Tokhtamysh. It was fol-
lowed by Aleksandar Uzelac (Institute of History, Belgrade), whose paper The
Jochids and Crimea in the Second Half of the Thirteenth Century dealt with the
organization of the Jochid rule in Crimea, delegation of the administrative power at
the local level, and the role of this region in the opening of the trade routes during
the early Jochid period. The final speaker at the first session was Csaba Gncol
(University of Szeged). In his paper Tolu Bay, Emir of Khan BerdiBek, he analyzed
in detail the historical role of the enigmatic Tolu Bay in the mid-fourteenth century,
on the basis of wide range of Turkic, Persian and Russian sources.

Istvan Zimonyi (University of Szeged) opened the second session with another
insightful and detailed presentation, titled The Great Town — Men Kermen in “The
Secret History of the Mongols”. He provided extremely valuable overview of the
earlier scholarship concerning the identification of the city of Man Kermen
(Mankerman) in this source, and proposed a new and intriguing hypothesis by
equating it with Bilar, the capital of the VVolga Bulgaria. Next speaker was Kon-
stantin Golev (Institute for Historical Studies of the Bulgarian Academy of Scien-
ces). His presentation The Cuman-Qipchags, the Khwarazmshdahs and the Cities on
the Lower Course of Syr Darya revolved around several intriguing issues: the rela-
tions of Cumans/Qipchaqs with the Central Asian cities along the lower course of
the Syr Darya river — Jand and Signak, their inclusion into the socio-political struc-
ture of the eastern Qipchaq tribes and the effects of the Khwarazmian expansion
over the Qipchaq presence in these cities. The session was concluded by Qiu Yihao
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(Fudan University, Shanghai) with the topic: Postal System, Rabat (Inns) and Ca-
ravansaries on the Post-Mongol Silk Road. Accounts of the Routes linked the Ming
Empire and Timurid Central Asia. He provided a valuable preliminary survey of
some recently discovered sixteenth century geographical sources, including “Mon-
golian Landscape Map”, “The Commentary on the Territories and Peoples of the
western Regions” and a late edition of “Jurjani’s Book of Roads and Kingdoms”.

The third session was opened by Francesca Fiaschetti (Hebrew University of
Jerusalem). Her presentation Mongols at Sea: the maritime Silk Roads and mid-
Yuan China dealt with the maritime engagement of the Yuan dynasty and its long-
term impact on the subsequent economic and political development of Southeast
Asia. She also provided a valuable analysis of some lesser known and understudied
Chinese sources concerning these topics. The next speaker was Marton Vér (Ber-
lin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities), who in his contribution
The ortok-Merchants in the Old Uyghur documents, discussed various types of
partnership between the Central Asian merchants and the empire building nomads
of Central Eurasia. Additionally, he provided insight into the Old Uyghur docu-
ments that can be connected to ortok-merchants and associations, particularly em-
phasizing several so far unpublished texts.

At the last session, Yoichi Isahaya (JSPS/Rikky6 University) presented his pa-
per Biruni’s Revival along the Mongol Silk Roads. As the title suggests, he dealt
with the “revival” of Birin1’s works in the Mongol-ruled Iran during the llkhanate
era, but also turned the attention toward the eastern part of the Mongol empire, by
demonstrating how the so-called al-Qantin al-Mas Gdi was transmitted into the
intellectual sphere of the Yuan dynasty. The working part of the workshop was
concluded by Szilvia Kovacs (University of Szeged), whose presentation was titled
Friars on the road(s) in the Mongol world (13"-14™ centuries). In her focus were
several neglected issues surrounding the missions of the Franciscans John of Plano
Carpini, William of Rubruck and their successors, including the choice of their
routes and their sources of information, how the missionaries kept the contacts with
the West on their travels, and how valuable are their reports with respect to the
Mongol postal system (yam).

All presentations were followed by long, exhaustive and fruitful discussions.
In his closing words, Zimonyi announced that the presented materials will be pub-
lished in 2019, in one of the volumes of the internationally recognized journal
“Acta Orientalia Academiae Hungaricae”. During the event and after its official
conclusion the participants had the opportunity to enjoy the proverbial hospitality
of their hosts from the Turkological Research group of MTA-SZTE and the Faculty
of Arts in Szeged.
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10-11 mas 2018 r. 'ymanuTapHsiii pakynsTeT yHHBepcuTeTa Cerena mpoBes odepe/I-
HYIO €XKETOJHYI0 BCTpedy HCCIIEAOBATElNeH, H3ydaloluX HCTOpUI0 MOHIONBCKON HMMITe-
pun. MeponpusitTie ObIIIO OpPraHH30BAaHO HECKOJIBKMMH WIEHAMH TIOPKOJIOIHYECKOH HcC-
cienoBatensckoit rpymmbel MTA-SZTE («Axanemus Hayk Benrpum — yamBepcuret Cere-
na»). Ero rmaBHas menmp 3akirodanach B IIEPEOLEHKE TOW POJIM MEXIYHApOIHBIX ceTel
TOPTOBIIEB U UX JAEATEIHHOCTH Ha NPOTsHKeHUH 11IenkoBBIX MyTel, KOTOPYIO OHM UIpajiy B
MoHnronbsckoil umnepuu. B meponpustuu npunsiin ydactue 11 ydactHuxoB u3 Benrpum,
Benukoopuranuu, ['epmanuu, bonrapun, Cepoun, M3panns, Kurtas u SInonun, kotopsie
OXBAaTBIBAIN NIMPOKUH KPYr TEMaTHK M MaTepUallOB HCTOYHUKOB. PabouuM SI3BIKOM ceMU-
Hapa ObLT aHTTHHCKUIA.

B nepsuiii nens Minrean Bamapu, rioaBHbld AOKJIAAYUK MEPONPUATHS U IIOYETHBIN
npodeccop ynusepcutera nMeHu Jlopanna OTBEma, MPoBeI CBOIO JICKIHIO «MOHTOIBCKUH
nepuoa: pacuser LlenkoBeix myTeit». Ha ciaenyromuii 1eHb OblIM MpeACTaBIeHBI TOKIA b1
JpYTHUX YYaCTHHKOB B PAMKAax YETBIPEX CECCHIl, B 3aBEPILIEHUH KaXKA0H U3 KOTOPBIX MOCIIe-
JI0Baja MPOJOJKHATENbHAs, UCUEPIIBIBAIONIAs U IUIOAOTBOPHAs nuckyccus. Ilpeacrasnen-
HBle J0KIaabl OynyT omybnukoBansl B 2019 T. B OZHOM M3 TOMOB MEXIYHApPOAHO TIPH-
3HaHHOTO JXypHana «Acta Orientalia Academiae Hungaricaey.

Knioueswie cnosa: Monronnckas umnepus, Lllenkoseie nytu, 3osnoTast Opaa, MexXIy-
HapOIHBINA ceMuHap, TropKoormueckas uccieaoBatensckas rpynna MTA-SZTE
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